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The Gospel tells us that the day after Jesus was Baptized in the Jordan river, John the Baptist was with townsfolk in the town of Bethany.  John saw Jesus coming down the road, and as Jesus approached, he got the attention of people around him and said: "Look, Here is the Lamb of God who takes away the sin of the world...this is the Son of God." Here he was surrounded by people who must have been busy and preoccupied, and John stopped them declaring the identity of Jesus.  The Greek word "look”  John used here means "to study, admire, wonder, exclaim."  He was not just saying to glance at Jesus as they were going by, he was sharing life changing incredible news! The person in their midst was God made man! In our Communion service, we sing “O Lamb of God, who takes away the sin of the world.”  In the Jewish law, it was an unblemished lamb that was taken to the temple to the high priest to be sacrificed in order to receive God’s forgiveness during religious rites. The need for such a sacrificial rite was no longer needed when Christ Jesus died on the cross for us.  So, when we call Jesus the Lamb of God, we are recognizing that we are forgiven for the sins we have committed and we are set free. There is nothing of greater wonder and awe or importance than the reality of this truth for our lives.  And people listened and responded.

Today's Scripture readings remind us that as Christians we are called to be witnesses of Christ Jesus, and John the Baptist is our example to follow. Witnessing is telling others who Jesus is, explaining His identity and His central role in our lives.  It's about our relationship with Jesus, and our sharing this with others so they can develop a relationship with Him too.  People don't know unless they are told.  But in our culture, we don't want to impose; witnessing is outside of our comfort zone. And, people are skeptical and untrusting anyway. We assume that people aren't really interested in hearing about Jesus, or they are too busy. So we don't do it. 

Yet this season of Epiphany is all about Jesus being made known to people throughout the world: the word Epiphany means Christ's appearance, manifestation! Epiphany unites three events in the life of Christ, when His divinity shines through His humanity:  the adoration of the three Magi, the baptism of Christ, and the first miracle at the wedding feast of Cana. Through these, we learn Jesus' identity.  Jesus' baptism reminds us of our own baptism. We are part of having others experience Epiphany: knowing Christ in their lives.  In our Baptism, we declared as part of our Baptismal Covenant that we will, with God's help, "proclaim by word and example the Good News of God in Christ."  And we also declared that we would, "seek and serve Christ in all persons, loving our neighbor as ourself."  So, indeed, we are called to witness to Jesus' identity as God made man, as Savior of the world.  

As you know, I just returned from a study tour in England with my seminary.  This was a continuing education experience for me, and I had the opportunity to tour and worship in many cathedrals while I was there.  Earlier this week I toured Ely Cathedral, where people have been worshipping Jesus for 1400 years!  The dimensions of this magnificent Cathedral are incredible: it is 537 feet long and the dome is 215 feet high!  The tour was long, so at one point I ducked out to use the ladies room, and two other young women on the tour did too.  In the bathroom, they were putting foot warmers into their shoes - it was cold in the Cathedral!  I told them I knew about foot warmers as I was from Wisconsin, where we have cold winters.  They shared they were from China.  Their names were Julia and Star and they had just finished their Master's Degrees at Cambridge. We had a friendly chat, and then returned to the tour group.  As I was standing there near them in the tour, I had a sense I was supposed to talk with them again -- so I did.  They asked me why we would travel all the way from the US to go to a Cathedral in England, and so I told them it was part of my faith journey with Jesus. They said that they did not know anything about Jesus or Christians.  I shared with them about how Jesus was God who came as a human to save us, and then Jim came along and shared some more about how Jesus gives us new life. Tears came to their eyes. They were so interested, and asked questions. We told them that we were worshipping at 5:30 that evening at Kings College Cambridge for Evensong, and wondered if they had every experienced this in their time in Cambridge.  They said "no," that they had not gone because they thought it cost money. I explained that no Christian Church charges an admission fee to worship; they were surprised and excited to hear this, and said they might come.  As we parted, I hugged them. We returned to Cambridge on our tour bus, and they were going to take public transportation (which takes a lot longer). Imagine my surprise that evening when at the end of Evensong at Kings College, both Julia and Star came running up to us and hugged us with excitement.  They shared about how they enjoyed the worship and were looking forward to learning more about Jesus, and as we parted ways their eyes were sparkling. 

Julia and Star, were looking for Jesus -- but no one had ever told them about Him--even though they had been living in that area full of Christian churches for two years. Jesus asked this question in today's Gospel, "What are you looking for?" People are "looking for," longing for the God-shaped void to be filled in their lives -- Jesus is the answer.  In the Gospel, Jesus was there in the flesh walking down the street -- today, here at St. John's, Jesus is here in the flesh too in the Sacrament.  The people in  the Gospel were not unlike those in our own world today, in the sense that the people back then and now don't really know about Jesus.  Oh back in 1960 a majority of people in the USA knew the Good News of Jesus Christ from church and Sunday School because pretty much everyone went to church.  Now, 54 years and two generations later, we have a majority who have not been introduced to Jesus and His love for them.  There are thousands of people within a few miles of us this morning who have not been introduced to Jesus and are interested in knowing.  We are the people who called to do the introducing, to witness to this transforming truth.  The Rev. Martin Luther King Jr., who we commemorate as a nation tomorrow, said this in his I have a dream speech, “Our lives begin to end the day we become silent about things that matter.” 
In  Epiphany season, it is appropriate for us to declare our faith using our Baptismal Covenant, in place of the Nicene Creed, remembering the Baptism of Jesus and our own Baptism.  Please turn to page 304 in the BCP......
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